            Journalistic English (新聞英文, Week 2)      by Allen Li, 2014/3/12
Exercise I  Matching the Title with the Story  

Titles: 
( Taiwan Would Not Survive Month of Attack 

( Nation Take to Streets against Nuclear Power
( Researchers Discover Three New Planets in Messier 67

( Malaysia Launches Terror Probe over Vanished Jet

( No Plan to Revise Wartime Sex-Slave Apology: Japan

Questions to Think About: 
1. What do these given titles have in common?

2. What elements should be included in the first few paragraphs of individual story?

(    ) Story (A) 
There have been more than one thousand planets confirmed outside our Solar System, but only a few are within star clusters.

Using the European Southern Observatory’s HARPS instrument, researchers have found three new planets in the star cluster Messier 67. Of these three newly discovered planets, two have been found orbiting stars similar to the sun.

There are two main types of star clusters — open clusters and globular clusters.

An open cluster is a group of stars recently formed in a single cloud comprised of gas and dust.

Globular clusters are larger and older with the stars orbiting around the center of the galaxy.

Only six planets have been discovered in open clusters and none have been found in globular clusters.

Messier 67 is a star cluster located about 2,500 light-years from Earth in the constellation of Cancer. It contains around 500 stars.

In the Messier 67 star cluster the stars are all about the same age and composition as the Sun.

(    ) Story (B)

“Halt construction of the Fourth Nuclear Power Plant, put an end to nuclear power,” massed crowds shouted as tens of thousands of people marched through the streets of Taipei City yesterday afternoon. Protests also took place in Greater Taichung, Greater Kaohsiung and Taitung City as people called for the government to phase out the use of nuclear power.

The Taipei demonstration was initiated by an alliance of over 150 civic groups that support the goal of achieving a nuclear-free homeland. The main demands of the demonstration included halting additional budget allocation for the yet-to-be-completed Fourth Nuclear Power Plant in New Taipei City’s (新北市) Gongliao District (貢寮), ceasing the installation of fuel rods at the plant, retiring the nation’s three operational nuclear power plants, removing nuclear waste from Orchid Island (蘭嶼) and reviewing nuclear waste treatment solutions. Demonstrators also called for zero growth in the nation’s electricity consumption.

(    ) Story (C)
Malaysia yesterday launched a terror probe into the disappearance of a passenger jet carrying 239 people, investigating suspect passengers who boarded with stolen passports, as relatives begged for news of their loved ones.

The US sent the FBI to investigate after Malaysia Airlines flight MH370 vanished from the radar early on Saturday somewhere at sea between Malaysia and Vietnam, but stressed that there was no evidence of terrorism yet.

Malaysian authorities also expanded their search for wreckage to the country’s west coast, asking Indonesia for help. Searches had so far concentrated on waters to the country’s east, in the South China Sea.

A total of 40 ships and 22 aircraft from an array of countries, including China and the US, are now involved in the hunt for the plane across the two areas, officials said.
(    ) Story (D)

    National Security Bureau Director Tsai Der-sheng (蔡得勝) yesterday contradicted a statement made by Minister of National Defense Yen Ming (嚴明) on how long the country could withstand a Chinese attack.

Yen had said last week that Taiwan could survive “at least one month,” should China invade, without help from the US, adding the estimate was based on conclusions drawn from various war games.

 “The Ministry of National Defense has a better understanding of the military strength of both sides, so it said Taiwan’s military will be able to withstand a Chinese attack for one month. Yet whether the nation is capable of resisting for a month depends on the public’s will to resist an invasion. If everyone wants to leave, [Taiwan] might not be able to withstand for a month,” Tsai said.

(    ) Story (E)

Japan has no plan to revise a landmark 1993 apology over wartime sex slavery, the government's top spokesman said Monday, despite a controversial review of the statement which has sparked a backlash at home and abroad.

The landmark apology, known as the Kono statement, acknowledged official complicity in the coercion of women from across Asia into a system of wartime brothels, an issue that draws particular resentment in neighboring South Korea.

South Korean President Park Geun-hye has warned Japan that it would face “isolation” if it pushed ahead with a move to revisit the apology.
Exercise II  Giving A Title over A Story  

Story (A) ___________________________________________________________________
Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) Chairman Su Tseng-chang (蘇貞昌) confirmed yesterday that the party would have its final candidate for Taipei mayor by May.

Potential DPP candidates for mayor are still campaigning for the party nomination, and the issue of whether National Taiwan University physician Ko Wen-je (柯文哲) will run for mayor as a DPP candidate or as an independent remains unresolved.

Ko, a well-known pan-green supporter but not an official party member, has topped recent favorability polls. However, DPP regulations require a person to have been a member of the party for at least two years before they can be nominated to represent the party in an election.

The DPP has hinted that it would be willing to waive this requirement for Ko if he wished to be a DPP candidate. However, local media have reported rumors that Ko will announce on March 12 that he will run as an independent.

Story (B) ___________________________________________________________________

The Ministry of National Defense (MND) yesterday confirmed that a Navy Cheng Kung-class frigate and an Air Force C-130 aircraft were dispatched yesterday from Penghu Island and Pingtung County respectively to aid in the search and rescue of Malaysia Airlines Flight MH370

The ministry said that the frigate and aircraft were dispatched on the basis of humanitarian aid, adding that vessels and aircraft operating in waters near the South China Sea were instructed to step up search and rescue efforts.

Meanwhile, the Presidential Office said yesterday that President Ma Ying-jeou had requested that military vessels and aircraft operating in the South China Sea search for possible signs of Flight MH370's whereabouts.
Story (C) ___________________________________________________________________

Taipei has been selected as one of the cities for a trip of “three perfect days” by United Airlines’ (UA) in-flight magazine, Hemispheres.

The magazine, which has a monthly circulation of 7 million, said that “Taipei has emerged as a global incubator for technology, design and cuisine,” and that it “still has plenty of surprises for those willing to explore.”

The magazine chooses a best destination every month. Taipei was featured in the cover story for this month.

In addition to famed attractions such as the skyscraper Taipei 101, the National Palace Museum and the Chiang Kai-shek Memorial Hall, there are many other places that are worth visiting, it said, citing as an example the Songshan Cultural and Creative Park, a neo-industrial complex on the grounds of an abandoned tobacco factory.

Particularly compelling is the Red Dot Design Museum, where all sorts of objects, from elephant-inspired fire extinguishers to twisted steel table lamps, are displayed in chrome-walled halls, it said.

The article also mentioned Yongkang Business Circle and the Flower and Jade Market.

Visitors can also sample the famous Din Tai Fung Dumpling House, snacks at Shilin Night Market and popular local treats at a soya milk shop, the magazine said.

The eatery, Fu Hang Dou Jiang, on the second floor of Huashan Market, is known to attract lines that snake all the way around the block, it said.

“The wait is a small price to pay for a foot-long savory cruller, a spring onion omelet and hearty sesame bread, washed down with sweet, warm soya milk, all of which combine to help tame your still-boogieing belly,” it said.

Story (D) ___________________________________________________________________

Baseball drama “Kano” hit it out of the park at the box office in its opening weekend, picking up NT$11.78 million (US$388,682) in ticket sales to top the Taipei charts over the three-day weekend.

Second and third place went to “The Wolf of Wall Street” and “Pompeii,” respectively, at NT$7.62 million and NT$5.99 million, according to figures from atmovies.com.tw.

Taiwanese director Umin Boya's “Kano” has grossed over NT$16 million since opening in theaters on Feb. 27.

Named after the Japanese-language abbreviation for the Chiayi Agriculture and Forestry Public School, the film depicts the exploits of the school's baseball team over 1931, when Taiwan was a colony of Japan.

The players undergo rigorous training in Taiwan and go up against the odds to reach the championships of the Koshien tournament, Japan's most prestigious high school baseball tourney at the time.

“Kano” has reportedly been well received around Taiwan, though Taiwan's official box office tallies for all films only cover the capital city, Taipei. Countrywide figures cited by most media outlets and movie distributors are double the Taipei numbers.

